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Application/Control Number: 09/938,688 
Art Unit: 2665 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 14 and 1 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Apparatus claims 14 and 15 depend on a dependant method claim 10. It appears that 
claims 14 and 15 depend on claims 11. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 16 and 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Apparatus claims 16 and 17 depend on a dependant method claim 1. It appears that 
claims 16 and 17 depend on claims 11. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 1,4, 6-8, 10-12, 14, 15, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Turner et al, (US 6,718,030 Bl), hereinafter referred as Turner. 

5. Referring to claim 1, 

Turner discloses a method for providing enhanced dial-up capabilities to a 
network connection, comprising the steps of: establishing an audio connection between a 
telephone (see Figure 1, #16) and a centrally located dial server (see Figure 1, #30, 
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Directory Server); processing information conveyed by the audio connection to the dial 
server to obtain a telephone number (see Figure 2, col. 5, lines 37-40, 46-48, translates 
calling network address to a customer address), forwarding a telephone number from 
the a centrally located dial server to a gateway (see Figure 1, gateway #14, lines 55-56, 
dialing digits is sent to gateway) that has a connection to a network (see Figure 1, MGCP 
connection between gateway, #14 and Call Agent #24, or PSTN, see Figure 1, #12), 
wherein the audio connection between the telephone and the centrally located dial server 
is formed across the gateway (see col. 4, lines 59-61, call agent receives request passed 
on from the gateway), 

6. Referring to claim 4, 

Turner discloses that VoIP is used to communicate with the network (see col. 4, 
lines 51-52, MGCP), 

7. Referring to claim 6, 

Turner discloses that the network is attached to the Internet (see col. 5, lines 1-6, 
VPN system 10 supports PSTN and also the Internet). 

8. Referring to claim 7, 

Turner discloses that the network is attached to a PSTN (see Figure 1, #12, PSTN 
is attached to network #10). 


9. Referring to claim 8, 
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Turner discloses that the network is attached both to an internet and to PSTN (see 
col. 5, lines 1-6). 


10. Referring to claim 10, 

Turner discloses that the audio comprises voice, and the Dial Server analyzes the 
voice to associate it with a telephone number (see Figure 2, col. 5, lines 37-40, 46-48, 
translates calling network address to a customer address). 

1 1 . Referring to claim 1 1 , 

Turner discloses an apparatus for providing enhanced dial-up capabilities to a 
network connection, comprising: a telephone (see Figure 1, #16, col. 4, lines 26-27); a 
gateway connected to the telephone (see Figure 1, #14, col. 4, lines 24-27); and a 
centrally located dial server (see Figure 1, Directory Server #30) connected to the 
gateway (see Figure 1, #14); wherein the dial server is capable of processing information 
conveyed by an audio connection with the telephone to obtain a telephone number (see 
col. 5, lines 37-40, 46-48, translates calling network address to a customer address), 
which it is capable of forwarding to the gateway (see Figure 1, gateway #14, lines 55-56, 
dialing digits is sent to gateway); and a call agent to which the telephone number is 
passed from the local gateway (see col. 4, lines 59-61, call agent receives request passed 
on from the gateway). 


12. Referring to claim 12, 
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Turner discloses an apparatus for providing enhanced dial-up capabilities to a 
network connection according to rejection set forth in claim 11, wherein the audio 
connection is formed across the gateway (see col. 4, lines 59-61, call agent receives 
request passed on from the gateway). 


13. Referring to claim 14, 

Turner discloses an apparatus for providing enhanced dial-up capabilities to a 
network connection according to rejection set forth in claim 11, wherein the network is 
attached both the Internet and to PSTN (see col. 5, lines 1-6, VPN system 10 supports 
PSTN and also the Internet). 


14. Referring to claim 15, 

Turner discloses an apparatus for providing enhanced dial-up capabilities to a 
network connection according to rejection set forth in claim 11, wherein the network is 
attached both to an IP network and to PSTN (see Fig. 1, IP network with Directory Server 
#30, PSTN #12). 


15. Referring to claim 17, 

Turner discloses an apparatus for providing enhanced dial-up capabilities to a 
network connection according to rejection set forth in claim 11, wherein the audio 
comprises voice, and the Dial Server has the ability to analyze the voice so that it can 
associate it with a telephone number (see Figure 2, col. 5, lines 37-40, 46-48, translates 
calling network address to a customer address). 
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16. Referring to claim 18, 

Turner discloses an apparatus for providing enhanced dial-up capabilities to a 
network connection, comprising: a gateway (see Figure 1, #14) for packetizing audio (see 
col. 4, lines 29-32, gateway #14 translates different protocols between user #16 and 
user #18); and a centrally located dial server (see Figure 1, Directory Server #30) 
connected to the gateway (see Figure 1, #14); wherein the dial server is capable of 
processing audio information conveyed by an audio connection to a telephone to obtain a 
telephone number (see col. 5, lines 37-40, 46-48, translates calling network address to a 
customer address), which the dial server then forwards to the local gateway (see Figure 
1, gateway #14, lines 55-56, dialing digits is sent to gateway), and a call agent for 
forwarding traffic from the local gateway to a network (see col. 4, lines 59-61, call agent 
receives request passed on from the gateway). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claims 9 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kung et al (US 6,252,952 Bl), hereinafter referred as Kung. 
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19. Referring to claims 9 and 16, 

Turner discloses a method and system for providing enhanced dial-up capabilities 
to a network connection set forth in the rejections of claims 1 and 11. 

Turner fails to teach that the audio contains DTMF tones. 

However, the audio contains DTMF tones, is known in the art for supporting an 
efficient integrated broadband residential gateway as evidenced by Kung. 

Kung teaches that the audio contains DTMF tones for the purpose of achieving 
efficiency in integrated telephony business application (see col. 21, lines 36, 42, 
telephone ports #332, configures for DTMF, tone sensing logic, for broad band 
residential gateway #300). 

One skilled in the art would have recognized the advantage of using DTMF tones 
as taught by Kung in the system of Turner for the purpose of achieving efficiency in 
integrated broadband residential gateway. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the pertinent art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Kung's teaching of DTMF tones in Turner's system with 
the motivation being efficient in integrated broadband residential gateway. 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shen et al (US 2002/0093944 Al), disclose a computer-implemented voice 
markup language-based server. 
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Dailey et al (US 6,466,65 1 Bl), disclose call agents and systems and methods for 
providing emergency call services on heterogeneous networks. 
Arango et al (US 6,724,747 Bl), disclose a method and system for media 
connectivity over a packet-based network. 

Wong (US 6,185,288 Bl) discloses a system and method of multimedia call 
signaling. 

21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lee Khuong whose telephone number is 571-272-3157. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on 571-272-3139. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Lee T. Khuong 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2665 
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